357.   SPEECH AT RECEPTION BT DEEDS*

[DURBAN,

Julj 9, 1914]

This morning, gentlemen of the Dhed community called
on me to extend an invitation, but, not aware of who they were,
I expressed my Inability to accept it owing to pressure on my
time. Had I known their caste, I would have certainly come
earlier. I feel proud that I am now meeting [members of] this
caste. They are our own brethren, and to regard them with the
slightest disrespect not only argues our own unworthiness but is
morally wrong, for it is contrary to the teaching of the Bhagwad
Gita.

Mr. Gandhi then explained how the training of children's character was
far more important than literary education. They might learn less, but the educa-
tion they received would have some meaning only if they understood what
they learnt

[From Gujarati]
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358. SPEECH AT PRETORIA2

July 10, 1914

Mr. Gandhi, in replying to the address and speeches, cxprwed idea-
sure that Mr. Stent had presided over the gathering. Mr* Sfccnt had coo&leatiy
advocated their cause, and he (the speaker} felt personally grateful to him. He
reciprocated Mr. Chamney*s sentiments. He had certainly stood up against
Mr. Chamney and the management of his office, hut there had been no pttfooal
iH-will on the speaker's part, and he always receiwi ibeutnaost eourtoy at
Mr. Chamney's hands* He appreciated the oanpfimcat Mr. Chanmcypftid
him by coming out to arrest him with one man oily to assist, when the speaker

1 Gandhiji addressed members of the Dked community, traditionally
charged with sanitary duties.

2Gandhiji attended a faatweB meeting at Pretoria, presided war by
Vere Stent  Gbanmey, Hajee Habib and Maagatthti eulogized              *

work and leadership.